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Harish Salve was born into a Marathi family. His father, N. K. P. 
Salve, was a chartered accountant and prominent politician of 
the Indian National Congress. His mother, Ambriti Salve, was a 
doctor. His grandfather, P.K. Salve, was a successful criminal 
lawyer and his great-grandfather (father of P.K. Salve) was a 
munsif (subordinate judge). Salve who is a Christian, grew in a 
multi-religious family with a liberal secularism at his home.[2] 
 
Harish Salve is an Indian senior advocate who practices at 
the Supreme Court of India. He served as the Solicitor General of 
India from 1 November 1999 to 3 November 2002. He also fought 
the case of Kulbhushan Jadhav at the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ). On 16 January 2020 he was appointed as 
a Queen's Counsel for the courts of England and Wales. 
 
He began his legal career in 1980 at J. B. Dadachandji & Co., 
first as an intern, and later as a full-time lawyer. During this 
time, he assisted Palkhivala in the Minerva Mills case (case 
citation: AIR 1980 SC 1789). Salve was later designated a Senior 
Counsel by the Delhi High Court. 
 
Salve worked with former Attorney General, Soli Sorabjee, from 
1980–1986. He declined to be nominated for a second three-year 
term due to "personal reasons" when his first term ended in 
November 2002. He later clarified that his wife was unhappy with 
him bringing work home.  
 
Salve was appointed as Amicus Curiae by the Supreme Court in 
some cases, mostly relating to preservation of the environment. 
However, in 2011, he recused himself from this position during a 
hearing on illegal mining, on the grounds that he had previously 
appeared for one or more of the parties. 
 
In 2013, Salve was admitted to the English Bar and subsequently 
joined the Blackstone Chambers. 
 

 


