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Ashok H. Desai (18 December 1932 – 13 April 2020, in Mumbai, 

India) was an Indian lawyer, practising in the Supreme Court of 

India. He held office as the Attorney General of India from 9 July 

1996 to 6 May 1998. Earlier, he was the Solicitor General of 

India from 18 December 1989 to 2 December 1990. He was 

awarded the Padma Bhushan award and the Law Luminary 

Award in 2001. He was given an honorary doctorate in 

"recognition of his contribution to the field of law and 

jurisprudence" by the North Orissa University in September 

2009. 

 

After finishing his schooling in Bombay, he studied at 

the Fergusson College in Pune and thereafter at the Government 

Law College, Bombay. He graduated with a law degree in 1952. 

He thereafter joined the London School of Economics. In the 

summer of 1955, he was one of the first students from Great 

Britain to be invited on a study visit to China. In 1956, he 

graduated from the London University with a BSc in economics. 

The same year, he was called to the Bar from Lincoln's 



Inn, London. He was part of the Harvard International Seminar in 

1967. 

 


